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Epilogue 

The story of transportation in Iowa has not ended. 
What has been written here covers only a relatively 
short interval in the passage of time- a pa use that 
reflects the indispensibi lity of effecti ve tra nspo rtation 
upon economic and socia l progress. Th e phys ica l 
conq uest of the state was underscored in terms of 
successive improvements in the mea ns of 
transportation: flatboats , steam boa ts, stagecoaches , 
railroads , highways and motor ve hicles ; pipelin es , 
airp lanes and public tra nsit. Each, in it s unique way , 
contributed to the well-being of th e people; each 
brought individua l challe nges a nd pro bl ems to be 
met, studied and integrated into stat e a nd loca l 
planning. 

But technological adva ncements are but one ph ase in 
the development of a state or nation. Equa ll y or more 
important is the gen ius, initiative, ma turity and 
wisdom of those respons ible for the legis lation , 
administration and implementation of the 
transportation programs designed to accommodate 
the economic needs, socia l co nce rns a nd protection of 
the safety of the public. In thi s respect , Iowa has been 
historically and is presently in good ha nd s. 

The federal government has played the major rol e in 
transportation development in the United States. To a 
lesser degree was t he role of the stat es as they sha red 
financial support and political leadership in the im
provement of waterways, the building of ra ilroads, 
highways and aviat ion fac iliti es to serve a growing 
and mobile population. Regulation became the 
pri mary policy instrument afte r 1877 , promoted to a 
conside rable exten t by the loca l demand to curb 
railroad abuses. Iowa , among o th er Midwestern 
states , was a leader in this m ove ment. Federa l-sta te 
cooperation benefited the sta tes, es peciall y through 
the techo logica l revolution during the 1920-1950 
period. But as other modes were developed , new 
policies proliferated and often the states found 
themselves in adversaria l relationships with the 
federal government as they tri ed to impleme nt the 
new rules and regulations. 

Intervention by gove rnment into the operation of 
transportation serv ices, usua ll y rendered by priva te 
enterprise, raised serio us questions concerning the 
continuation of this practice when the service was no 
longer profitable, for wha t length of time and to what 
end. Demands fo r a natio nal co nsensus of goa ls for 
transportation services was subordinated to the day-

by-d ay imple mentatio n of individual modal 
development , and despite the formatio n of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation , the nation sti ll lacks a 
single na tional transportation po li cy a nd a uni form 
plan for implementation . The absence of such a policy 
makes planning, funding a nd program ming difficult 
on stat e and local leve ls. 

The post-World War 11 period brought su bsta nti a l 
changes in eco nomic and social circum stances a nd 
co nditions, in turn reflecting upon transportation 
developments. The relative rol es of the modes we re 
a ltered as public choices in one sense became limited; 
in another where services became more co mpetit ive 
and accessible. To attempt to bring so me order out of 
economic regulatory chaos in the transportation 
sec tor , carriers were freed from so me of the 
burde nso me burea ucratic rul es a nd regulatio ns that 
had hampered thei r activities for years. Com petit ion 
was to rul e but the nature of "com petition " was not 
addressed . Currently, the na ti o n a nd the states are at 
a crossroad during this transition period , uncertain as 
to the direction of " ma rket place" policies- whether 
or not they can or will provid e the necessary 
incentives fo r improvement in se rvices to the public. 

Relaxation of the policy of economic regulation may 
result in other types of regulation. Limiting or 
eliminating past moda l political protection may 
require an increase in other sta nd ards or regu lations. 
Coordinated service may be req uired to facil itate 
intermodal arrangements. Mergers, some of which 
have already occurred , together with joint use of 
ph ys ical facilitie s should be monitored closely. 
Abandonments will proba bl y acce lerate as carriers 
seek to eliminate unprofitable business , in some 
instances to be succeeded by new entrepreneurs. 
Safety has become a high priority policy in highway 
and airline trave l. Environmental programs will be 
under constant sc rutin y by federal and state agencies . 
Individually and collectively, these forms of 
regulation ma y be more important than freedom of 
the carriers from rate contro l, entry , exit or collective 
rate-making. And as they multiply , it is essent ial that 
each be evaluated on the bas is of net benefits to 
society relative to the costs to commerce and 
mobilit y. 

The transportation dra ma will co ntinue. It will 
invo lve conflicting interests a nd struggles for power , 
security and survival a mong promoters, owners , 
investors and use rs- between federal and state 
admini strations and cities, towns a nd industries. The 
cast will include merchants, farmers, co nsumers, 
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manage rs a nd cmrl oyces, in vesto rs a nd fin a ncie rs, 
co mmi ss io ners a nd dcrend a nts, pol iti cia ns and 
lob byists. nd a the va ri ous interes ts deba te th e 
impac t of cha ngin g goa ls, po licics and rrograms, the 
ce ntra l question as ev id ent from thc beginn ing, should 
be : "Where does the pub li intcres t li e'!" It seems 
c\'ide nt tha t tra nsr ortati o n se rvices in the future wi ll 
be rend ered in a dirferent a nd more dirfi cult 

e nvironme nt than in the pas l. 'J hi s wi ll require 
po liti ca l dec ision s a nd public choices to determine 
wherc the tra nsporta tion function is going to avoid 
bein g ea rri cd to unkn own destin ations . For as th e 
Ches hire a t sa id to Alice , " Jf yo u don 't know where 
yo u a re go in g, it makes no difference what route you 
ta ke." 
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