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Electronic Submittal of Contractor 
Evaluations 

• As of 1/31/2014, all contractor evaluations are 
required to be submitted electronically 

• Form 830430 has been discontinued 

• Evaluations submitted on Form 830430 prior 
to 1/31/2014 do not need to be re-submitted 
electronically 

• If using Fieldmanager, continue submitting the 
evaluations as described in the FM User’s 
Guide, Section 6-5 



Electronic Submittal of Contractor 
Evaluations 

• Evaluations are submitted by email to 
contracts@dot.iowa.gov 

• Use Excel form and instructions found on the DOT 
Office of Construction website 
– http://www.iowadot.gov/construction/contract_admi

n.html 

• At this time, it is not necessary to submit a copy 
of the evaluations to the District Office 

• Criteria for submittals has not changed 
– Prime Contractor + Subs => $20K + any other Subs you 

wish to evaluate 

mailto:contracts@dot.iowa.gov
http://www.iowadot.gov/construction/contract_admin.html
http://www.iowadot.gov/construction/contract_admin.html




Specification Updates 

• Several specifications were updated during 
the past year 

• I will touch on a few of the major changes that 
were made 

• As always, be sure to check the referenced 
specifications on your contract to be sure of 
which specifications apply to your project 



Specifications 
that apply to a 

contract 



Specification Updates 

• 1102.17, G., 2.  Post Construction 
Requirements for DBE’s 

– OLD:  If a DBE commitment was not met but 
accomplishment was greater than the DBE goal, 
the price adjustment equals the difference 
between the actual dollars paid and the goal 

– NEW:  A price adjustment will be assessed for the 
amount of commitment not paid to each DBE firm  

• Commitments can still be adjusted for underruns, item 
deletions, etc. 



Specification Updates 

• 1107.08, M. Public Convenience and Safety 

– New paved shoulder requirements regarding 
dropoffs 

• HMA Shoulder:  Drop-offs greater than 2” will not be 
allowed when the adjacent lane is open to traffic.  Place 
final lift of HMA shoulder material within 48 hours of 
the previous lift 

• PCC Shoulder:  Do not open adjacent lane until PCC 
shoulder is cured enough to support traffic control 
devices. 



Specification Updates 

• 1108.01  Subletting of Contract 

– Subcontracting procedures have been updated 

– At the time of contract award 

• All subcontract request are submitted (emailed .con 
file) directly to the Office of Contracts by the Prime 
Contractor using the SiteXchange software  

• Prime Contractor is to copy the Project Engineer on the 
email submitted to the Office of Contracts 

• You need SiteXchange loaded on your computer to view 
the .con file 

• SiteXchange software if available for free download on 
Bidx.com  https://www.bidx.com/ia/main 

 

https://www.bidx.com/ia/main




Specification Updates 

• 1108.01  Subletting of Contract 

– After the contract award 

• Revised subcontract requests or new subcontract 
requests are to be submitted to the Project Engineer 
using the SiteXchange software 

• The Project Engineer reviews the request and if it is 
acceptable, forwards the email to the Office of 
Contracts for authorization 



Specification Updates 

• 1108.01  Subletting of Contract 
– Only exception to not use SiteXchange is for new 

items (8000 changes) added to the contract by 
change order 
• SiteXchange does not recognize 8000 change order 

items 

• Requires submittal of the paper form (Form 830231) to 
the Project Engineer 

• Project Engineer reviews the form and if it is 
acceptable, signs/dates and forwards to the Office of 
Contracts  

 



Specification Updates 

• 1108.01  Subletting of Contract 

– Authorization of subcontracts is now known by 
the issuance of the Project Specific EEO/AA Notice 

– A new notice will be issued by Contracts any time 
subcontractors are added or changed 

– New language has also been added to the EEO/AA 
notice 



Revised EEO Poster Board Notice 

Contractors authorized to work on this contract are listed below 



Specification Updates 
• Other subcontracting changes 

– Subcontractors are now “authorized” instead of 
“approved” 

– Form FHWA-1273 is required to be physically 
incorporated into all subcontracts 
• Prime Contractor certifies this when signing the contract 

• Iowa DOT Office of Employee Services will monitor 
process 

– Subcontract documents between the Prime and 
Subcontractor are required to be in writing 
• Prime Contractor certifies this when signing the contract 

• Iowa DOT Office of Employee Services will monitor 



Revised Contract Form 
 

 

…the Contractor certifies that each subcontract is evidenced in writing and 
that it contains all pertinent provisions and requirements of the contract. 



Specification Updates 

• 2403  Structural Concrete 

– Entrained Air Content (effective 4/15/14) 

• OLD:  Target = 6.5%, Range = -1.0% and +1.5% 

• NEW:  Target = 6.5%, Range = -1.0% and +2.0%  

– Payment for Cold Weather Protection 

• OLD:  Payment only allowed if within the contract 
period and between November 15 and April 1 

• NEW:  Payment allowed if within the contract period 
(date restriction has been removed) 



Specification Updates 

• 2501.03, M., 2  Determining Pile Bearing by 
Formula 
– Formulas have been revised based upon Load and 

Resistance Factor Designs (LRFD) 

– Old formulas included the factor of safety in the 
formula 

– Factor of safety is now included in the design 
instead 

– Rumors that LRFD requires wave equation analysis 
• FALSE!  Just be sure to use the correct formula for an 

LRFD structure 



– Gravity Hammers with Wood, Steel H, or Steel Pipe 

– OLD: 

 

 

– NEW: 

 

English    
P =  3WH  x  W    
                 S+0.35                 W+M    

English    
P =  12WH  x  W    
                 S+0.35                 W+M    



– Gravity Hammers with Concrete Piles 

– OLD: 
                                       English   

                                                   P =  4.5WH  x         W    

                                                                        S+0.2          W+M     

– NEW: 
                                       English   

                                                   P =  18WH  x         W    

                                                                        S+0.2          W+M  



– Diesel Hammers with Wood, Steel H, or Steel Pipe 
Piles 

– OLD: 
                                          English   

                                                   P =      3E  x         W    

                                                                        S+0.1          W+M 

– NEW: 
                                          English   

                                                   P =     12E  x         W    

                                                                        S+0.1          W+M 

 



– Diesel Hammers with Concrete Piles 

– OLD: 
                                          English   

                                                   P =      7E  x         W    

                                                                        S+0.1          W+M 

– NEW: 
                                          English   

                                                   P =     28E  x         W    

                                                                        S+0.1          W+M 

 

 



Specification Updates 

• 2601  Erosion Control 

– Entire specification has been re-written 

– Majority of the re-write was done so that the 
intent of the various specifications is more clear 
and the article “flows” better 

– There have also been other changes to the 
specifications themselves 

 



Specification Updates 

• 2601  Erosion Control 

– Seedbed Preparation 

• OLD:  Where weed growth has developed extensively, 
weeds may be disked into the ground. If weed growth 
develops sufficiently to interfere with proper seedbed 
preparation, mow the weeds and remove them from 
the project (at no additional cost to the Contracting 
Authority).  Disk in or mow/remove weeds 

• NEW:  Where enough vegetative growth exists to 
sufficiently interfere with proper seedbed preparation, 
mow vegetative growth before seeding, at no additional 
cost to the Contracting Authority  Mow weeds 

 



Specification Updates 

• 2601 Erosion Control 

– Preparation of Seed 

• New Seed Conditioner requirements 

• Effective 4/15/14 (GS-12004)  

• Added to contracts let December thru March by SS-
12007 

• Applies to Rural Permanent, Urban Permanent, Urban 
Stabilizing Crop, Native Grass, Wetland Grass and 
Wildflowers (basically everything except rural stabilizing 
crop)  

 

 



Specification Updates 

• Preparation of Seed (cont.) 

– Seed mixtures must be mixed off-site by a seed 
conditioner approved by the Iowa Crop 
Improvement Assoc. or other state’s Crop 
Improvement Assoc. 

– Seed bags are required to arrive on-site in 
sealed/unopened bags   

– Bags need to be accompanied by proper report 
and certification documents (see Materials I.M. 
469.02) 



Specification Updates 

• 2601  Erosion Control 

– Native Grass Seeding 

• Shorter Spring seeding window (April 1 thru May 31,  
instead of April 1 thru June 30) 

• Fertilizer is no longer required 

• Dormant seeding is now allowed (November 1 until 
ground conditions unsuitable due to moisture or frost) 

– Mulching 

• A minimum of two passes with mulch anchoring 
equipment is required to anchor straw mulch instead of 
just one pass 



Specification Updates 

• 2602  Water Pollution Control (Soil Erosion) 

– Two new erosion control training requirements for 
Contractors 

• Erosion and Sediment Control Basics (ESC Basics) 

• Erosion Control Technician (ECT) 

– The training requirements are not required for LPA 
staff at this time, but it is highly recommended 
that all LPA staff take the ESC Basics training 

• It’s USEFUL!  It’s SHORT!  It’s FREE!    

 

 



Specification Updates 

• ESC Basics 
– Required to be on Prime Contractor staff as of 

10/15/13 letting if there is a NPDES permit on the 
project 

– Web-based training course 

– Needs to be on project site daily during 
construction activities 
• Can delegate this to subcontractor 

– Coordinates all erosion and sediment control 
operations 
• Can delegate this to subcontractor 

 



Specification Updates 

• ESC Basics (cont.) 
– Attends required storm water site inspections 

with the Contracting Authority  
• Cannot be delegated to subcontractor 

– Prepares the required initial Erosion Control 
Implementation Plan (ECIP) and ECIP updates 
• Cannot be delegated to subcontractor 

– Attends construction progress meetings to discuss 
erosion and sediment control issues 
• Cannot be delegated to subcontractor 



Specification Updates 

• Erosion Control Technician (ECT) 

– Effective with 4/15/14 letting 

– Required to be on Prime Contractor staff if there is 
a NPDES permit on project 

– Requires certification through the DOT’s Technical 
Training and Certification Program 

• Not free 

• More extensive training course 
 

 



Specification Updates 

• Erosion Control Technician (ECT), cont. 

– ECT is responsible for overall management of the 
Contractor’s quality control program for erosion 
and sediment control  

• Assigns monitoring responsibilities to ESC Basics trained 
person 

• Reviews copies of storm water site inspection reports 

• Provides input on ECIP 

• Provides on-site reviews when requested by 
Contracting Authority or Contractor field staff 

 



  

• ESC Basics and ECT 

– See DOT Office of Construction website for summary 
of responsibilities, training options and FAQ’s 

 

http://www.iowadot.gov/construction/earthwork_e
rosion/ESControl_training.html 

 

Specification Updates 

http://www.iowadot.gov/construction/earthwork_erosion/ESControl_training.html
http://www.iowadot.gov/construction/earthwork_erosion/ESControl_training.html


Specification Updates 

• 2602  Water Pollution Control (Soil Erosion) 

– New bid item for Removal of Silt Basins 

– Paid by count (Each) 

– Requires filling the silt basin with Class 10 material 
and a minimum of 4” of topsoil 

– Payment is full compensation for providing, 
preparing, transporting and placing Class 10 and 
topsoil material 



Frequently Asked Questions 

• The DOT Office of Construction website was 
recently updated to include FAQ’s 

– Wetlands and 404 Permitting 

– Environmental Considerations, Clearances, and 
Permits 

– EW-401 and Construction of Temporary Stream 
Crossings 

 

 



http://www.iowadot.gov/construction/construction_faq.html 



Form 830435 
Statement of Completion 

• The AGC of Iowa has complained to IDOT 
management that they believe 435’s are 
purposely not being signed timely by Project 
Engineers to avoid interest payment 

• The 435 should be submitted to the District 
Office for signature within 5 days of receiving 
written notification that the field work has 
been accepted by the District 



Form 830435 
Statement of Completion 

• Some paperwork items are needed from the 
Contractor prior to signing the 435 
– Survey books (if construction survey is part of the contract) 
– Contractor’s Daily Traffic Control Diary 
– Abandoned Water Well Plugging Record 
– Corrected Profilometer Reports 
– Plant Reports 
– Resolution of Non-Compliance Notices related to the field 

work 

• If you are missing any of these items, notify the 
Contractor in writing and make them aware that you 
cannot sign the 435 until you receive the them 
– Document your notification to the Contractor in your 

project file 

 



Determining the Slope of Pedestrian 
Facilities (Materials I.M. 363) 

• A reminder of Materials I.M. 363 

• Became effective April 2013 letting 

• Also related to field acceptance 

• Submit a copy of the documented as-constructed 
slopes of pedestrian facilities to the District Office 
when requesting Kent’s final field review 

• Kent will likely not conduct his final review of 
projects with new sidewalk, curb ramps, or trail 
construction until the sheets are submitted 

 



Determining the Slope of Pedestrian 
Facilities (Materials I.M. 363) 

• Curb Ramps and Turning Spaces 

– Contractor documents as-constructed slopes for 
all points identified on the S Sheets, and any other 
locations that cause visual concerns 

– Document checks on the S Sheets 

• Signature, Date, & Company Name also required 

– Contracting Authority performs quality assurance 
on at least 10% of the Contractor’s measurements 

• Contracting Authority signs/dates S Sheets when 
satisfied with compliance 

 



Measured Slope, Initials, Remarks 

Use S Sheets for Ramps and 
Turn Spaces  



Determining the Slope of Pedestrian 
Facilities (Materials I.M. 363) 

• Sidewalks, Shared Use Paths, Rec. Trails 
– Contractor documents as-constructed slopes (cross 

slope and longitudinal slope) 
• 1 at each end of every driveway 

• 1 per 100 LF, if equal or less than ¼ mile 

• 1 per ¼ mile if more than a ¼ mile 

• Any areas causing visual concerns 

• Minimum of three checks per project  

– Document on Pedestrian Facilities Slope form  

– Contracting Authority performs quality assurance on 
at least 10% of the Contractor’s measurements 
• Contracting Authority signs/dates Pedestrian Facilities Slope 

form when satisfied with compliance 

 



Project #  __________________________________

Name  ____________________________________

Company  __________________________________

Date Initials Point Cross Slope
Longitudinal 

Slope

% %

Contracting Authority:  __________________________________ Date: __________________________________

Remarks

               PEDESTRIAN FACILITY SLOPES

Level 

Calibrated 

on this Date 

(Y/N)

Use Pedestrian Facilities Slope form for Sidewalks, 
Shared Use Paths, Recreational Trails  



Notification of Closures on Primary 
Highway Extensions 

• Per Iowa Code 321.348, State highways within 
city limits cannot be obstructed or closed 
without prior consent of the DOT, except in 
emergency situations 

• Even short term, partial closures require 
notification 

• Goal is to keep the CARS 511 notification 
system current for the traveling public and for 
the proper routing of over-sized loads 



Notification of Closures on Primary 
Highway Extensions 

• Before setting up a lane closure or 
horizontal/vertical restriction of any kind on a 
primary road extension 
– Contact your local DOT Maintenance garage to discuss 

timing and date of closure/restriction 

– Once DOT Maintenance garage concurs with 
timing/date, call the DOT Traffic Operations Center 
(TOC) at (515) 239-1440 

– The TOC will enter the information into CARS 511 

• 10 day advanced notification is required except in 
emergency situations  
– In emergency situations, provide notification ASAP 

 



Claim Reimbursement Form 

• The claim reimbursement form has been 
modified recently to correct some calculation 
errors within the form 

• It is now an official DOT form on the DOT 
Forms website (Form #517050) 

• It is not required to use the form at this time 
but its use is encouraged 

– Cover letters are still acceptable 



Questions?? 


