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T h i s  r e p o r t  d e t a i l s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  Phase I i  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

i n  t h e  CEO Loop A r t e r i a l  p r o j e c t  ai-ea, a  proposed roadway i n  Oes Moines,  

Iowa. These i n v e s t i y a t i o n s  were recocnmended by t h e  Iowa S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  

P r e s e r v a t i o r ~  O f f i c e r  based on t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  a  Phase 1  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

conducted i n  1982 as p a r t  o f  t h e  Env i ron lnenta l  Impact  Statement f o r  t h i s  

p r o j e c t .  

The research  was m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  i n c l u t l i n g  e x p e r t i s e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  

h i s t o r i c  a rchaeo logy ,  p r e h i s t o r i c  a rchaeo logy ,  geo logy,  geophysics and 

yeo~norpho loyy.  The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g i i t i o n  were t o  c o n f i r i n  the  

Phase 1  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

s i t e  o f  F o r t  Des l4oines No. 2 ,  a  c i t y  duiiip, and suspected p r e h i s t o r i c  

d e p o s i t s .  

A1 1 o f  t i l e  p r o j e c t  a rea  i s  u rban ,  w i t h  pav ing ,  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  and 

b u i l d i n y s  p r e v a l e n t .  A lso,  most o f  t h e  area ha(l been covered w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  

f i l l .  These c o n d i t i o n s  made i t  necessary  t o  covduct  some o f  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  r i g h t - o f - w a y  and r e q u i r e d  t h e  use o f  

r m o t e  sens ing  techn iques.  

S i x  s p e c i f i c  t a s k s  were completed i n  o r d e r  t o  e v a l u a t e  known and 

suspected c u l t u r a l  remains  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  area.  These i n c l u d e d :  (1) a  

r e v i e w  and sulnnlary o f  p r e v i o u s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s ;  

( 2 )  supp lementa l  l i t e r a t u r e  rev iew,  a r c h i v e s  se i i rch  and i n f o r m a n t  i n t e r v i e w s ;  

( 3 )  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  s u r f i c i a l  geo logy  (geotnor i :~hology);  ( 4 )  remote sens ing  

t e c h n i q u e s  u t i l i z i n g  e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  and ground p e n e t r a t i n g  r a d a r  su rveys ;  

( 5 )  backhoe and hand excava t ions ;  and ( 6 )  l a b o r a t o r y  ana lyses and r e p o r t  

p r e p a r a t i o n .  

P r e h i s t o r i c  ~ i i a t e r i a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the  i4oingona (Oneota) Phase, 

h i s t o r i c  m a t e r i a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  F o r t  Oes Moines No. 2 and a  c i t y  dump 



d a t i n g  t o  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  development o f  i)es Moines were encountered 

and ana lyzed.  

Coi l e c t i v e l y ,  these t h r e e  o c c u p a t i o n s  have been d e s i g n a t e d  as an 

a r c h a e o l o y i c a l  s i t e ,  13PKG1. T h i s  s i t e  was eva lua ted  i n  tenns o f  t h e  

N a t i o i l a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P laces c r i t e r i a .  Two components o f  t h e  

s i t e  -- t h e  Oneota and t h e  F o r t  Des Moines No. , ; ~ c o ~ n p o n e n t s  -- appear t o  

meet these c r i t e r i a .  The c i t y  duiilp -- d a t i n g  between 1910 and 1920 - -  i s  

l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be cons idered e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  Nal:ional R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  

P laces.  E a r l i e r  duiiiping - -  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  o c ~ u p ~ i l t i o n  o f  t h e  F o r t  and the  

v e r y  e a r l i e s t  developiiierit o f  t he  town - -  may have o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  

a rea ,  however. Such d e p o s i t s  may be i m p o r t a n t .  F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  

recommended f o r  t h i s  s i t e  a f t e r  t h e  p r o j e c t  r i g h t - o f - w a y  has been purchased 

and pav ing  arid t r a c k s  can be removed. 

Unaoubted ly ,  t he  CBD Loop A r t e r i a l  p r o j e c t  w i l l  in ipact  these c u l  t u r d 1  

resources .  The p r o j e c t  c rosses  t h e  t e r r a c e  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  

t h e  Des kioines and Raccoon R i v e r s .  The s u r f a c e  o f  t h i s  t e r r a c e  remains 

i n t a c t  beneath 1.6 t o  G.6 f e e t  o f  f i l l .  The Oneota s i t e ,  F o r t  Des Moines 

No. 2 and the  e a r l y  Town o f  F o r t  Des l4oines were a l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h i s  

t e r r a c e .  

Two a l t e r n a t i v e  recanniendations f o r  managin:) t h i s  r e s o u r c e  a r e  presented 

These a r e  seek ing a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t s  

w i t h i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  and n m i n a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  s i t e  l o c a l i t i e s  

t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P laces.  




