
USE OF REAGENT GRADE VERSUS INDUSTRIAL GRADE

TRICHLORETHYLENE IN ASPHALT RECOVERIES

Objective

Thi sis a continuation of a project in Hi ated a year ago to determine

any differences' in test results' on recovered asphalt cements caused by

the use of industrial grade of sol vent as compared with the reagent grade.

AASHTO specifies the use of reagent grade of tricnlorethylene, but the

Laboratory uses industrial grade wnlcn costs much less.

Last year thi s objec t ive of the project was aborted when it was found

that a larger difference in test results' was' obtatned between the two dis

tillation apparatuses tfian hetween the two solvents, Then all efforts were

directed toward obtai"ning unfformHy in test resul ts between the apparatuses

under the east hood as' compared witn that under the west hood. Considerable

progress was made toward thJs' end.. (See report under this same title dated

April 1982).

The objective thi s year was to agaln eval uate the results when using

50th. var-iab'las (apparatuses and solvents'). Another objective developed

later in this. investigation; this was to determine any differences in test

results on recovered asphalt cements caused by the use of reclaimed tri

chlorethylene (from the distillation process) as compared with the use of

industri"al grade of solvent. A,t the present time the reclaimed trichlor

ethylene is dis.carded. If the reclaimed solvent could be used for further

re.coveries, a cons.Iderabl e savings. in solvent costs would resul t .

Materia1s.

Industrial grade trichlorethylene was obtafned from Barton Solvent Co.

in Des Moines which. is' our normal supply source ..
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